Time for action to save coastal wetlands!

A natural and cost-effective solution to ensure the resilience of coastal
communities, local economies and natural ecosystems in a context of severe

ecological and climatic crisis in the Mediterranean Basin

Policy note to the attention of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention and Observers

Riparian countries of the Mediterranean Basin are facing today unprecedented challenges:
climate change combined with ecological changes are already affecting the Mediterranean
region 20% more than the rest of the world with increasing risks of flood, coastal inundations,
drought, erosion and fire. The last available scientific reports warn: in the next decades climate
change is likely to threaten food and water security, human livelihood, health and security,

natural ecosystems and economies more than anywhere else on the planet.
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85 scientists from 20 countries of the Network of Mediterranean
Experts on Climate and Environmental Change (MedECC) present:

SCIENTIFIC ASSESSMENT REPORT ABOUT
CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

FOOD SECURITY

Food demand is set to

increase as yields of crops,

fish and livestock decline

90% of commercial fish stocks are
already overfished, with the average
maximum body weight of fish expected

to shrink by up to half by 2050

WATER RESOURCES
Within 20 years, 250+ million people
will be classified as ‘water-poor’

Fresh water availability is to

decrease by up to 15% among
the largest decreases in the world

SEA LEVEL

Sea level rises may exceed
1 metre by 2100, impacting
1/3 OF THE REGION’'S
population

Half of the 20 global cities
set to suffer most from

sea level rises by 2050
are in the Mediterranean

ECOSYSTEMS
The Mediterranean basin is
ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT
hotspots of climate and
environmental change

The Mediterranean
REGION IS WARMING

| 20% faster

M than the global average

| Regional temperature
increase of

1—2.2°C

by 2040 with current policies

Paris Agreement’s target of 1.5°C

HEALTH AND
SECURITY

Increase in frequency,
intensity and duration
of HEAT WAVES imply
significant health risks
for vulnerable populations,
especially in cities
Increasing frequency
in droughts since the 1950s has played
a significant role in the current
regional crisis

700+ non-indi animal sp
recorded due to warmer conditions

Increasing water acidification causes
mass deaths of marine species

Mega fires have destroyed record areas
of forest due to climate change

Conflicts concerning limited natural resources
may increase large-scale human migrations
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The Mediterranean Sea has a coastline of 46,000 km at the interface of land and sea. It provides
essential natural resources and ecosystem services that sustain Mediterranean economies,
human well-being and create wealth for local communities. But combined unsustainable
developments in the last 45 years, such as touristic and industrial infrastructures, have severely
damaged coastal natural ecosystems and threaten their natural functions. In addition, coastal
zones are at the forefront of climate change increasing further coastal risks for local
communities.

Yet, Mediterranean coastal areas also hold part of the solution: its wetlands. The
Mediterranean Basin contains between 19 and 26 million ha of wetlands that provide crucial
resources and services to local people such as providing and purifying water, mitigating the
impacts of extreme climatic events such as flood or drought, acting as buffer zones for sea-
level rise and sequestrating vast quantities of CO2. These wellsprings of biodiversity represent
cost-effective ‘nature-based solutions’ to increase the resilience of the Mediterranean
society and ecosystems to climate and ecological changes. But the reality is that the
Mediterranean region has lost 48% of its natural wetlands between 1970 and 2013 and the
areal extent of coastal wetlands has shrunk by 10% in the last decades compromising their
capacity to secure critical goods and benefits in the future.

As recently recalled by the last IPBES report on the state of global biodiversity and the fifth
GIEC report on global climate, it is still time to reverse the trend of current dramatic
biodiversity loss combined with uncontrolled climate change, on the condition that we act
now!

The Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention by adopting and signing the Integrated
Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Protocol in 2008 have committed themselves to
implement in their respective countries the provisions of the Protocol for the Protection and
sustainable use of the coastal zone (art.8) and in particular Wetlands and estuaries (art.10 1.)
through an integrated coastal zone management approach.

Concerned about the continuous degradation of Mediterranean coastal areas and wetlands,
the Mediterranean Wetlands Initiative of the Ramsar Convention (MedWet), as Observer to
the Barcelona Convention:

1) Fully supports the Objectives and General Principles of the CRF, among them the
importance to Address natural hazards and the effect of natural disasters, in particular
coastal erosion and climate change, ... by promoting ecosystem approach and nature-based
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2)

3)

4

3)

6)

solutions to maintain or restore the natural capacity of the coast to adapt to changes (Par.
lll b) of the CRF°

Urges Contracting Parties and the Secretariat of the Barcelona Convention to address
simultaneously coastal wetlands loss and degradation and climate change as an urgent
and priority objective in the coming years, to include it into the main decisions and the
implementation measures of the Convention,

Urges Contracting Parties to incorporate coastal wetlands conservation and
management into the overall coastal land use planning and management as well as in
all their sectorial policies,

Urges Contracting Parties and the Secretariat to promote the role of coastal wetlands
as nature-based solutions to mitigate climate change impacts and to provide
environmental and socio-economic benefits to people locally and regionally and to
achieve many of the SDGs set by the United Nations in its 2030 Agenda,

Urges the Contracting Parties and the Secretariat to adopt financial incentives and
allocate sufficient funds and efforts to reinforce capacity building and public
awareness for local authorities and other relevant stakeholders for a better
implementation of the relevant international commitments,

Strongly recommend Mediterranean countries to support the Mediterranean
Wetlands Managers Network (https://medwetmanagers.net/), coordinated by
MedWet, to organise exchanges of good practices on integrated management and
conservation of coastal wetlands.

The available scientific analysis explains that, unless fundamental changes are adopted at all
levels of the Mediterranean society, the general objectives of the Barcelona Convention
will not be met and neither the Mediterranean Sustainable Development Strategy with the
view to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. But what is really at stake
is not the fulfilling of international commitments, but the very existence of millions of

people living around the Mediterranean Basin as well as its economic, social and political
stability. Time has come for Mediterranean countries to adopt a Green New Deal for the
conservation and sustainable management of its coastal zones, involving all the national
stakeholders concerned, in order to help mitigate the effects of global changes for future
generations.
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Contact : Alessio Satta, MedWet Coordinator, satta@medwet.org, www.medwet.org
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